CHAPTER II

LOST  GROUND  REGAINED

GENERAL WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, the hero of
Tippecanoe and the Governor of Indiana Terri-
tory, whose capital was at Vincennes on the Wa-
bash, possessed the experience and the instincts
of a soldier. He had foreseen that Hull, un-
less he received support, must either abandon
Detroit or be hopelessly hemmed in. The task
of defending the western border was ardently un-
dertaken by the States of Kentucky and Ohio.
They believed in the war and were ready to aid it
with the men and resources of a vigorous popula-
tion of almost a million. When the word came
that Hull was in desperate straits, Harrison has-
tened to organize a relief expedition. Before he
could move, Detroit had fallen. But a high tide
of enthusiasm swept him on toward an attempt
to recover the lost empire. The Federal Govern-
ment approved his plans and commissioned him
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